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WEEK 1 

HISTOTY 

INSTRUCTIONS: Copy the notes below in your classwork book.  

EXPLORERS FROM EUROPE FIND SOUTH AFRICA 

Keywords: 

Renaissance: a time in history in which many new ideas were developed. 

Turning point : a time when important changes start. 

 

Reasons for European exploration   

The southern African society was at the height of its power at the same time 

as the Renaissance was taking place.  Europeans knew very little about 

Africa at this stage in European history but were always very curious about 

Africa.  There were a number of reasons that made them want to explore and 

helped them to do this. These attempts to explore the world are known as the 

‘voyages of exploration’.  

          

 

 

 

  

 

The European Renaissance  

During the 15th and 16th centuries (1600-1700) The European Renaissance 

was at a turning point in a conservative time.  People did not look further than 

their own towns or villages, and they didn’t like new ideas about things.  The 

Renaissance was a time when people were encouraged to look outwards for 

new and better ideas as well as new places to trade.  It involved the 

development and advancement of literature, art, politics, religion and science.  



 

GM 2020  

A growing interest in the world and curiosity was an important part of the 

Renaissance and one of the key reasons for European exploration.   

  

The Renaissance resulted in a number of inventions.  Some of these 

inventions changed the world forever.  Two of the most important inventions 

were the printing press and the telescope.  The printing press allowed people 

to print pamphlets, news sheets and books, in large numbers.  Because written 

language was more freely available, more people learnt how to read and write 

and because of this, people’s knowledge of the world increased.  

   

The Renaissance produced a number of great scientists and mathematicians.  

 

 

CLASSWORK                    WEEK 

1 

Understand a turning point 

Learners book:  

Activity 2 & 3. Page 122 & 123 

WEEK 1 

GEOGRAPHY 

INSTRUCTIONS: Copy the notes below in your classwork book.  

Will learn more about are Leonardo Da Vinci and Galileo Galilei.    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      

Prin ting Press   
Invented by Johannes  

Gutenberg   

Telescope   
Invented by Galileo  

Galilei   
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Why people trade  

Trading has taken place since the earliest of times.  People trade for many reasons.  

The simplest way for a person to get things that he/she does not have is by trading 

with things they do have.  For example, if you had two pencils and your friend had two 

sharpeners you could swop one pencil for one sharpener.  At the end of the trade, you 

and your friend both have what you need.  

 
Vocabulary    

Trade: the act of exchanging, buying and selling something.  

Exchange: to give something and get something in return.  

Barter: to trade or exchange without the use of money.  It is swapping things.  

  

Trade as an exchange of goods  

Early trade was quite simple.  It was an exchange of goods.  In the example 

above, you saw that if you had lots of one thing, you could offer some to 

another person who has what you want.  Trade like this is often called barter.  

This type of trade happened before people used money.   

Buying and selling of goods for money  

Bartering does not always work effectively.  Often, people could not agree on 

what a product was worth or they did not want what the other person had.   To 

solve this problem, people began to use money.  Around 5000 BCE, metal 

objects were introduced as money.  They used metal because it was the 

easiest to get hold of, it was easy to work with and it could be recycled.  The 

coins were given a certain value so this meant it was easier to compare the 

cost of items people wanted.  Very soon, most trade involved the buying and 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  A market in the early Middle East.   
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selling of goods for money.  People would try to buy goods for less than they 

would sell them.  This meant buying goods from a place where there were lots 

of that particular item and then transporting them to a place where there were 

not that many.  

   
Vocabulary  

Imports: when goods are brought in from another country.     

Exports: when goods are sent to another country to sell.  

Petroleum products: these are things that made from petroleum (petrol), 

which comes from oil.  

   

Exports and imports between South Africa and the world  

Trade does not only happen between people, it also happens between 

countries and businesses in countries.  If goods are sent out of a country to 

another country to sell, they are called exports.  If goods are brought in from 

other countries, they are called imports.  The main exports in South Africa 

are diamonds, platinum, gold, other metals and minerals, as well as machinery 

and equipment.  South Africa’s main imports are chemicals, oil and other 

petroleum products, scientific instruments, food and different types of 

machinery and equipment. South Africa and South African businesses trade 

with many different countries and businesses in the world.  

 

 

 

What people trade  

People trade goods or items and services.  

  

    

Salt  being  transported  across  the  
Sahara desert. Salt was often used as  
‘money’   
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Trading goods  

Goods that are used for trading can be divided into 2 types:  

 Raw materials that are called Primary products.  

 Manufactured goods that are called Secondary products.  

Vocabulary   
Manufacturing: to make things in large quantities, often with the help of 
machines.  

Economy: a system of making and spending money and producing goods 

and services within a country.  

Profit: the amount of money that is made by a business that is more than the 

amount that they put in at the beginning.  

Re-invest: when you put profit back into the business or company that 

generated the profit.  

Infrastructure: the facilities and equipment in a country that are necessary 

for it to run properly  

Raw materials (primary products)  

Raw materials are materials that are taken from the land or the ocean.  

They are called ‘raw’ because they are still in their natural state.  They 

have not been changed in any way through manufacturing, cooking 

or any other way.  Raw materials come from agriculture and farming, 

mining, forestry and fisheries.  Raw materials can be sold in their 

natural state or they can be used and changed by manufacturing in 

order to produce a product.    

South Africa exports to other countries in its natural state.  South Africa exports 

about 75% of primary products.   
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_______ 

CLASSWORK              WEEK 1 

Reasons for import and export 

List 5 reasons why a country would import goods and services. 

1. _______________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

List 5 reasons why a country would import goods and services. 

1. _______________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________________________________

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Truck transporting  
logs   

Coal mining   

Fishing   Grain harvesting   
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