
Life Skills 
Week 7: 13 – 18 July 

Animal homes 

Animals, just like people, need somewhere to live. Some animals prefer 
to build their own home. Some animals will look for a home that is 
ready for them to live in while others have a home that they carry 
around with them.  Their home protects them from predators and from 
the weather and gives them a place to raise their babies. 
 
Animals that build a home. 
Some animals will find a safe place where they will build a home of their 
own. 
 
Most birds, such as doves and sparrows, will  
make their homes in trees.  They find leaves,  
twigs and grass to build a nest where they will lay  
their eggs.  
 
Birds that cannot fly, such as ducks and geese,  
penguins and flamingos, will build a next in a safe  
place on the ground near the water.  
 
Swallows build a nest using mud  
under roofs and bridges. 
Bees use bees wax to build their home. The wax 
comes from the sugar in the honey which they  
chew until it becomes soft and then use it to     
build a hive. Thousands of bees live together in  
the hive with the queen bee who lays eggs. 
Rabbits live in grassy places where they burrow  
holes into the ground and dig long tunnels into 
for shelter and protection.   
 
Ants build anthills made from sand.  Anthills 
have many tunnels and chambers (rooms) where  
the ants live. The queen ant lays eggs in the  
chambers. 
 
Beavers use branches from trees to make their  

home in water. The beaver’s home is called a lodge.  
In the lodge the beavers are safe from predators.  
 
 



Animals that look for a home 
Some animals like to find a safe place that already exists and to make 
their home there.   
Some creatures such as raccoons and owls  
find a home in a hole in a tree. 
 
Snakes and insects like to live under rocks.  
 
Bears and bats will find a cave to live in. 
 
Animals like sloths, koalas and orang-utans like  
to live amongst the branches of trees. 

Animals that carry their home 
Some animals carry their home on their back.  If there is danger or 
when it is cold or time to sleep, they will just pull their head and legs 

into their shells.  Here are some animals that carry their homes: 
 

snail crab tortoise turtle 

    
 

Look at the places where some animals have their homes 
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