
 

 

ENGLISH GRADE 4: WEEK 9 MEMORANDUM – 27 JULY  – 31 JULY 2020 

Monday 

Comprehension: Platinum Textbook, page 103.  

1. The detective is Sizwe.  You can tell from the way he is hiding in the 

background when the man with the limp was shouting at Mr. 

Nombembe. 

2. He is called a street detective because he is a street child who lives on 

the street.   

3. He was a gentle man.  What made him so cross? 

4. He walked with a limp. 

5.  a). Sizwe came from a wealthy home.  False. Sizwe was poor and lived 

on the street. 

b). False. The man who was threatening Mr. Nombembe had a limp. 

c). True 

6. He did not want to be seen and, like a detective, he wanted to hear and 

see what was going on by observing the action from a distance. 

7.  

 The Street detective Keep out 
Plot The story involves a 

street child, Sizwe, 
who observes a 
suspicious – looking 
man with  a limp 
shouting at Mr. 
Nombembe, the 
owner of the fishing 
vessels. Mr. 
Nombembe is a quiet, 
kind man so it is 
unusual for him to be 
shouting.  Sizwe hides 
in the background so 
that he can observe 
what is going on. . 

The diary extracts 
revolves around the 
activities and the 
thoughts of a white 
boy who lives in 
South Africa and is 
being sent to 
boarding for the first 
time.   

Characters The main characters 
are Sizwe, a street 
child/ detective and 
Mr. Nombembe, the 

In the extract we 
have read, the 
characters we are 
introduced to are 



 

 

owner of the fishing 
vessels and a 
threatening man with 
a limp who is behaving 
suspiciously.  

Nathaniel Casper 
Smith, his mother and 
Tendai, a fellow pupil 
from Zimbabwe 

Setting 
 

The story takes place 
in a small fishing 
harbour at night time.  

The story starts with 
Nathaniel shopping 
with his mother for 
new clothes for 
boarding school, nd 
ends with a 
description of the 
boarding school 

Style of writing The style is simple and 
easy to read. We hear 
what is going on 
through a narrator 
who we do not see but 
comments in the 
background.  

The style is very 
informal because it 
was written by a 
young boy who writes 
as if he is speaking.   

 

 

 Tuesday - Dictionary meaning:  Platinum Textbook, page 106.  

Question 1 

1. Global - relating to the whole world; worldwide. relating to or 

encompassing the whole of something, or of a group of things 

2. Fossil fuel - a natural fuel such as coal or gas, formed in the geological 

past from the remains of living organisms 

3. Ecosystem - a biological community of interacting organisms and their 

physical environment. 

4. Tornadoes - a mobile, destructive vortex of violently rotating winds 

having the appearance of a funnel-shaped cloud and advancing beneath 

a large storm system 

5. Warrior -  a brave or experienced soldier or fighter. any of a number of 

standing poses in yoga in which the legs are held apart and the arms are 

stretched outwards. 



 

 

6. Conferences - a formal meeting of people with a shared interest, 

typically one that takes place over several days. 

"an international conference on the environment"/ a formal meeting for 

discussion/ a linking of several telephones or computers, so that each user may 

communicate with the others simultaneously./ a commercial association for 

the regulation of an area of activity or the exchange of information. 

"an international authority or, if that was not possible, a regional operators' 
conference" 
 
Question 2 
 

1. Fossil fuels are coal and oil – things that can get used up. 

2. Arrhenius warned people that the earth would become warmer if 

people kept on burning coal and oil.  

3. At the time, very few people believed him. 

4. They are used to generate electricity for lightning, heating, electronic 

equipment and machines and also to drive heavy machinery.   

People mostly use them for cooking, keeping their homes warm and 

for travelling.   

 
Wednesday – Language - DBE Book, page 129 

1. We are playing netball 
2. She is using the computer. 
3. He was asleep at seven o’ clock. 
4. We were wondering what happened. 
5. I have read the book. 
6. She has gone on holiday. 
7. She is talking on the phone. 
8. The children are playing. 
9. He is studying in Johannesburg. 
10. I am reading. 
11. He has finished his homework. 
12. I have finished my homework. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

THURSDAY - SIMILES AND PREPOSITIONS  

1.  A. The child was a sick as a dog. 
b. The earth is like a ball in space. 

2. Lucy is a rock.  
a. Lucy is someone that you can rely on. 
b. It is a metaphor.  

PREPOSITIONS 
 
2. A The dog is barking because her ball is under/on the chair. 
b. The milk is in the fridge 
c. The cow jumped over the moon. 


