
Week 8 

Matter refers to anything that has mass (weight) and occupy space. For instance your 

body and everything you can see, feel, taste or smell is made up of matter. 

 Matter can be found in 3 states or phases called solid, liquid and gas 

Material refers to a substance from which we make things. Raw materials are the Earth’s 

natural resources that we use to make things such as food, clothes, cars, tools, toys, 

houses, roads, bridges etc. 

Properties refers to the features or characteristics of a material or what is made of. 

Physical properties refers to properties that can be seen or noticed. 

Materials are either metals or non-metals. 

Properties of metals 

 They are shiny 

 They are strong 

 Some are hard 

 They are malleable (they can be hammered and shaped into any shape) 

 They can melt at high temperatures 

 They are ductile (can be shaped into thin wires without breaking 

Examples of metals: gold and silver (necklaces, rings, earings), corrugated iron, iron 

(potjie pot) and stainless steel (fork, knives, spoons) 

 Iron is a strong and ductile metal that is widely used to make materials like nails 

and wire. Iron is also mined as iron ore which is then heated and melt (molten iron). 

Iron rusts when comes into contact with oxygen and air. This corrodes the metal 

and weaken it. 

Properties of non-metals 

 Some are flexible e.g car tyres are made of rubber which is a flexible material 

 Some are easy to shape 

 Some are brittle (can break easily) and dull e.g ceramics and clay pots are brittle 

and easily coloured. 

 They are usually easy to colour 

Conductors 

Conductors refers to materials, substances or objects that allow heat or electricity to 

pass through easily. Metals like copper, iron and steel are good conductors. 



Some metals are magnetic: Iron, cobalt, nickel are all magnetic. Non-magnetic metals 

include gold, aluminium and silver. Magnet has a North and South pole. Two like poles 

will repel each other and two opposite poles will attract each other. 

 


